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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text76: YES. COA is carbon neutral. Furthermore: “At the request of the President, the Trustees of COA resolve to achieve 100% reliance on energy from renewable sources by 2015." COA currently meets its electricity needs from renewable hydropower. Over the next 5 years, COA "will endeavor to meet all of its needs for space and hot water heating, and for transportation in college vehicles and vessels from renewable sources, such as bio-fuels, biomass, solar and environmentally-sound hydropower, including tidal and in-stream generation. Achieving this goal may involve making sound use of market mechanisms which promote the generation of renewable energy not directly consumed by COA.”
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	Text82: COA students are passionate about mitigating climate change. As youth delegates, they have attended the COP meetings of the UNFCCC held in Montreal, Kenya, Bali, Poland and Copenhagen, serving as youth leaders at these meetings, helping to organize US students to be more effective youth diplomats, choosing policy foci, and networking internationally with other youth. Over the past five years several students have held national and international positions: one student served as the North American Youth Representative to the United Nations Environmental Programme and another student served on the U.S. delegation at a UN development meeting. In Copenhagen, a recent alum served on the Bolivian delegation and a current student served on the St. Lucian delegation. Another student gave the official Youth Speech at the plenary. And another just received a Watson to study youth empowerment. 
	Text83: None to the best of my knowledge. (Remember, COA is small, remote and the students who choose to come here are frequently on a very independent life course.)
	Text84: All development on campus is reviewed by the Campus Planning and Building Committee, which is part of the college's governance structure and meets weekly during the academic terms. It includes staff, faculty and students. The Committee has required stricter regulations regarding removal of vegetation in the shoreland zone along Frenchman Bay - the 35 acre campus's entire western boundary - than the State of Maine Shoreland Zoning Ordinance requires. Two field areas, one at the north end and one at the south end of campus have been set aside as open space and specifically as wildlife habitat. Our 72-acre farm on Beech Hill is protected by a restrictive conservation easement held by Maine Coast Heritage Trust. Two farms recently acquired by donation also have similar easements.
	Text85: We do not have a mandatory policy regarding indoor air quality, but we do use environmentally-friendly cleaners (see above) and in the new student housing - 51 students living in 21,000 square feet, we use heat recovery ventilation systems to ensure high quality air and to reduce energy loss.   
	Text86: Yes. Many COA courses are field-based including Agroecology, Animal Behavior, Biology I & II, Natural History, Gardens and Greenhouses, Herpetology, Invertebrate Zoology, Morphology and Diversity of Plants, and Ornithology to name only a few. The school has an increasingly involved outdoor student life component, with weekly field explorations, guided hikes, canoe day trips, and winter camping opportunities. Some of these are available to the community. COA also has an annual OOPS (outdoor orientation program) with adventures ranging from canoe-camping trip down the Allagash Wilderness Waterway in northern Maine to extended hikes to sailing. 
	Text87: In February 2009 COA instituted a battery recycling program and made this available to all members of the community. Once the volume of collected batteries fills a pre-paid shipping container it will be sent to a battery recycler. We improved our on-campus composting system last fall (2009) by creating a new larger walk-in bin system in the community gardens. All food waste, both pre- and post-consumer are now composted in this system. Compost will be used to fertilize the adjacent gardens. The system is monitored weekly with a composting thermometer to track temperatures and recorded by students as a learning tool regarding successful composting techniques. Work with determining the viability and "greenness" of cleaning products is also ongoing. 
	Text88: The college has owned a 72-acre farm on Mount Desert Island (approximately 12 miles from the campus) since 1999. The farm annually receives certification as an organic farm under the USDA Organic Certification Program. Produce from the farm is sold to island residents at an on-farm stand, to CSA members, through wholesale accounts to local restaurants, and is also served in the college's Blair Dining Hall. The farm is used as a teaching laboratory for college students who work on the farm or who do independent studies, and for visiting groups of summer campers and school children. Recently, the farm has become part of several educational initiatives whereby local elementary school children come to the farm to harvest vegetables that they later prepare for their school cafeterias. Its produce is also frequently served at local elementary schools. Additionally, students are have initiated a "Share the Harvest" program so that farm produce can be made available to those who use food banks.This year, the farm will become part of an international Sustainable Food Systems Program with links to an organic agricultural graduate school in Germany and an organic research farm in the UK. Students focused on sustainable agriculture and sustainable food systems may go on to study at the graduate school in Germany, or conduct research in England.COA also initiated an undergraduate Sustainable Business Program. The college is responding to growing student interest and an understanding that a study of human ecology must contend with one of the most ubiquitous activities of society - business. Sustainable business courses incorporate the bodies of knowledge essential to business - strategic planning, finance, accounting, marketing and management. In addition, courses have a strong experiential and multidisciplinary focus.The college annually celebrates Earth Day by providing information on how to live lightly on the earth.  This has included talks and demonstrations as well as making available for sale earth-friendly products. Activities specifically to engage children have been a key part of the celebration. In recent years, over 1,000 residents and students have attended. As with other events on campus, all carbon emissions caused by those driving to the event are calculated and become part of our offset plan. Perhaps our most essential green "initiative" is that provided by our students, who are full participants in this democratically-governed college, taking part in decision-making and questioning many of our assumptions - constantly. Our students determined the design of our new student housing, which as first conceived was going to be one large building. They wanted something more intimate, so they created three duplex units with common space between living quarters and winding sidewalks and extensive planting creating a village setting. They also insisted that the renovation of our new student center result in as green a building as possible - and then worked to ensure that. 


